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(1 
To ihe READER. 


Al it rot ill ts be ſolicized and urged to mind what 
mt conct1ns and belt bicemes thee, Thou baſt a 
God to third, a Soul to ſave, and Htaven to ſub, 

4 and Hei! to fire from ; Warnings to tahe notice of, 

great flore of gracious Cails and Means to mae thy beſt im- 

' provement of; and all the ſolemnities and reſults of an Awſal 
AJ. Day of Judgment to prepart for and txpetF., God now ſtems to 
addreſs trimſelf to Judgmint- work; and by the aſtoniſhing ſits 

; of Providence to call us unto ſome deeper thoughts, than wt ha- 
bituatt our ſelves unto. Earthquabes.Storms, aud great Conuul. 

frans in affairs and btarts may (tartle 12s, when the ſofter Whiſ- 

pers of our Goſpel Calls may poſſibly (tho' they ſhould not) paſs 

for trivial things. Dut thoughts of Soul concerns forming our 

hearts ard lives after the Will of God, may yet befriind us, but 

when revenge breaks forth, all our attewpts may prove too late 

and t4in to belp us: O rat | had been wiſe in time! may 

»:4 Quickly prove the cry and wiſh of many a ſtcure and confident 

| Fool too latr, How mary Souls in Sicily (and elſewhere) by 
| thelate arſolating and ſurprixing Earthquake hath God remo=+ 
'7 vwedunto the unſtin State? But art they all gone 20 Heaven? 
or did God's Providence ſtop thtir deſcent into thtir Graves, 
becauſe they wint ſcrieching down ? Aud hath thu tragical 

} Rebube no Call, no Errard to the Living ? Know we of what 

/ this ts the Harbingty, and what it doth preſage? Ave we 
; ſure God is not putting ſecond Cauſes into their proper frame 
and order fer Conffiagration- work ? And that the End of all 
things is not juſt upon us? O then be ſerious about the grand 

ah Aﬀair ! And tals thiſe following things into your deepeſt. 

*,* thoughts, They have thtir Weight ; you have your Calls; and 

y God bath his Claims and Expettations from you; bu Et is 
fixt upon you;, bis Hand s firetched out 3 and his Feart may be 
quickly hardned againſt y0u; Tet Patience waits, Grace courts, 
and God will htlp yor, if you will faithfully read, conſider and 
improte theſe ſaliowing things which the Author thought ang 


found of no [mall conſequence to thorow work. 
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©*f Onſider ; our AﬀeRions and Attions fhou!d be 
ha ſomewhat anſwerable to the Greatneſs of the 
| Ends ro which they are intended. Now the Ends of a 
Chriſtian's Defires and Endeavours are fo great, that no 
Humane Underſtanding on Earth can comprehend them ; 
whether you reſpeR their proper Excellency, their cx- 
ceeding Importance, or their abſolute Neceflity, 

Theſe Ends are, The Gloritying of God, the Salva- 
tion of our own and other menos Souls, in our eſcaping 
the Torments of Hell, and poſiefiling the Glory of Hea- 
ven. And can a wan be too much affected with things 
of ſuch moment? Carthe deſire th?m too Earneſtly, 
or Love them too Violently, or Iabour for them roo 
Diligently ? When we know that if our Prayers pre- 
vail nor, and our Labour ſucceed nor, we are undone 
for ever, I think it concerns us to ſeek and iabour to 
the purpoſe. When 1t1s putto the Queſtion, Whether 
we ſhall live for ever in Heavenor in Hell? And the 
queſtion muſt be reſolved upon our obeying the Goſ- 
pel, or our diſob5eying it, upon the painfulneſs or the 
flothfulneſs of our preſent endeavours ; I think ir is time 
for us to beſtir our ſeives, and to leave our trifling and 4 
complimenting with God. | 

2. Conſider ; Our Diligence ſhould be ſomewhat 
anſwerable ro the greatneſs of the Work which we have 
to do, as well as ro the Ends of it. Now the Works 
of a Chriſtian here are very many, and very great; 

The Soul muſt be renewed ; Many and great Corrup- 
tions muſt be mor:ified ; Cuttom and Temprarions, and 
Worldly Intereſt muſt be conquered : Fleſh muſt be 
maſtered : Self muſt be denied: Life, and Friends 4 
and Credit,and all muſt be flighred : Conſcience muſt be * * 
upon good grounds quieted : Aſſurance of Pardon and 
$21yation muſt be attained. And though it 1s God that 
muſt give us theſe, and and that freely, without our 
own merit ; yer will he not give them (o freely, as with- 
eut our carneſt ſeeking and labour. Beſides there : : 
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deal of knowledge to be gor, for the guiding our ſelves, -5 


for the defending the Truth, for the dirc&ionof others 


and a deal of skill for the right managing of our parts : * ;; 


Many Ordinagces are io be uied, and Duties performed, 
ordinary and exrraordin:ry : Every 2ge, and ycar, and 
day,doth require freſh ſucceſſion of duty: Every place we 
come in, every perivn thar we have to dealwith, every 
chang? of our Condition; doth fti!l require the renewing 
of our 1ib5ur, and bringerh Dury along with it : Wives, 
Children, Servants, Neighbours, Friends, Enemies, 
all of them call for duty from us : And ail this of great 
Kmporcance tooz fo that for the moſt of it, if we mii» 
carry in 2, it would prove our wndomg, 

Jadge then your ſelves, whether ven that have fo 
much buſine(s lying upon their hands, ſhould wor beſtir 
them ; and whether ir be their wiſdom either to Delay 
or to Loner ? 

3+ Confider, Oar diligence ſhould be ſomewhar 
quickned, becauſe of the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of 
the time allocted us for the performing of all this great 
work, and the many and great impedimencs which 
we meec with, Yet a feiv days, and we ſha!l be here 
vo more. Time paſſethon : Many hundred diſcaſes 


'are ready to aſſavlr us : We that now are preaching, 


and hearing, ard tajking, and walxzing, muſt ver 

ſhortly be carried on mens backs, and laid inthe duſt, 
and there lefr ro rhe worms in darkneſs and corruption z 
we are 2imoſt there already ; It is but a few days, 
or months, or years, and what 1s that when once they 
are pat? -We know not whether we ſhall have acother 
Sermon, or Sabbath or Hour. How then ſhould thoſe 
men beſtir them for rheic Everlaſting Reſt, who know 
they have © ſhort a ſpace for ſogreata. work? Beſides 
every ſte> 1n the way hath its difficulties ; che gare 1s 
ſtrait, an{ the way narrow : The righteous them- 
ſelves are ſcarcely {aved : Scandals and diſcouragements 
wil be ſtill caft befors us: And can all theſe be over- 
come 5y flo;uful endeazours ? 
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4. Moreover, our diligence ſh ul-i Le jomerhat an” 
fcrable to the diligerce of our Enemies in ſecking ouT 
deſtrution. For if we fit ſtil; while they are plotrine 
and labouring; or if we be lazy in incur dejence, 
while they are diligent in afſinlurg us, iu may czfily 
conceive how we are hikely to ſpeed. How dihgent 18 
Saran in all kind of Temprarions? Therefore, Be ſober 
and <.igilant, ( (arch 1 Pet 5. 8.) bicauſe your adtoſary 
the Devil as a rowing Lyon walbeth atout, ſubing whom Gt 
may dtuvour , Whom fiſt ſledfaſt in the Faith, How d1- 
ligett are all che Minifters of Sxran? falſe teachers, 
ſcorners at godjineſs, malicious perſccurors, all unweart- 
ed ; and our inward corruprior. the woit bufie and di- 
Iigent of all : Whatever we are abour, it 1s fil refifting 
us: Depraving our duties, perverting our thevghss, 
dulling our aft<Rions to gocd, cxciiing them to evil : 
And will a fechle refiftance then ſerve our turn? Should 
not we be more a&ive for our own preſeryation, than 
our Enemies for our ruine ? 

s, Our AﬀeRions and Eadeavours ſhould bear ſome 
proportion with the Talenis which we have received, 
and means which we have enjoyed, It may well be 
expectcd thar a horſeman (h1ll go taſter than a toot- 
man; and he, that hath a ſwift Horſe, faſter than he 
ther hath a ſlow one : More work will ke expeRcd from a 
ſound man, than from the ſick 5 and from a man at Age, 
than from a Child : And to whom men commu much, 
from them they will cxpe& the more, Now the Ta- 
lents which we have received are many and great: The 
means which we have enjoyed are very .much. ard 
very precious, What people breathing on Earth, 
have had plainer Inſtrvu&ions, or more forceavle Per» 
ſuafions, or conſtant Admonitions, in ſeaſon and cut 
of ſeaſon? Sermons, till we have been weary ct them; 
and Sabbarhs, rill we have prophared them? Excellene 
Books in ſuch plenty, that we knew not which torezd 
but Icaching them through abu!1dance, have thrown by 


P11; What Pcople have had God fo near them, wy 
ave 
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have had ? Or have ſeen Chriſt, as it were, crucified be. * 
fore their eyes, as we have done ? What People have 
had Heayen and Hell, as it were, opened unto them, as 
we ? Scarcea day wherein we have nor had ſome ſpur 
to put us on. Whart ſpeed then ſhould ſuch a People 
make for Heaven ? And how ſhould they fly that are 
thus winged? And how ſwiftly fhould they ſail thar 
have Wind and Tide to help them ? Believe it Bre- 
thren, God looks for more from England. than from 
moſt Narions in the World ; and for more from you thac 
enj5y theſe helps, than from the dark and untaughr 
Congregations of the Land, A ſmall meaſure of Grace be- 
ſeems not ſuch a People ; nor will an ordinary diligence 
in the work of God, cxcuſc them. 

S. The Vigour of our &ffe&ions and Aions ſhould 
be ſomewhat anſwerable ro the grear coſt beſtowed 
upon us, and to the deep engaging mercies which we 
have received from God. Surely we owe more ſervice 
to our Maſter;from whom we have our maintenance,thin 
we do to a ſtranger to whom we were never beholden, 
Oh the coſt chat God hath been ar for cur ſakes ! The 
riches of Sea and Land, of Heaven and Earch, hathhe 
poured out unto us. All our lives have been filled up 
with Mercies : We cannor look back upon one hourof 


raked of, 52r!1 Natnal and Perſonal! How ofr, how 
feaſonab'y, how fully haye our Prayers been heard, and 
our fears removed? Whar large Caralogues of particu» : 
lac Mercies can every Chriftian draw forth and re- 
hezrſe ? To offer ro number them would be an endleſs * 
ta%k, as to number rhe Scars, or the Sands of the Shore. 
jf there be any difference berwixt Hell ( wherg we 
ſhould have bcen ) and Earth ( where we now are } 
vea or Hcayen ( which is offered us) then certainly 
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we -have received Merey. Yea, if the Blocd of the 
Son of God be. Mercy, then are wc irgaged to God 
in Mercy ; for ſo much did it coft him to recover us-t0 
himfelf. And ſhould a Pcople of ſuci: deep ingage- 
ments be lazy in their returns > Skail. Ged think ro- 
thivg too much nor too good for vs ;. ard ſhall we think 
all roo much that wedofor him? Theu that art an 
obſerving ſerſible man, who kr.oweft how reech thou 
art beholden to Ged? I appeal to the, Is nor a loiter- 
ing performance of a few heartie's duties, an vnwerthy 
z3<quital of ſuch admirable kindneſs ? For my own x arr, 
when [ compare wy ſlow and unprofitable life, with the 
frequent and wondertul mergics received, it ſhamcs me, 
it filences me, and leaves me uncxcul:itle. 

7. Again, corfider, All the re'ations which we ſterd in 
toward God, wherher ccmnon cr ſpecial, do call upon 
us for our utmoſt dilizence. Shculd not the Pot be 
whally at the Service of the Potrer, and the Creature 
at the ſervice of his Creator ? Are we his Children, 
and do we not ove lam cur moſt tender Aﬀecions, 
and dutiful Obedience ?: Are we the Spouſe cf Chriſt, 
and do we not owe him our Obervance. and our Love? 
Tf he be our Father, where his honcur ? And 3 he be our Mas 
ſter, where us bus frav? Vai, 1, 6. W+ cell tim Lord and 
Maſter, and wet do well : Bur if our induſtry be not an- 
ſwerable ro our aflumed rclations, we condemn our 
ſelves, 1n ſaying we are his Childrer, or his Servarr:. 
How will the hard labour, and daily toil that Servants 
undcrg» to pleaic their Mattcis, judge and conde.nna 
thoſe men wio will not Jabuur f lard for their great 
Maſter ? Svrely rhere's none hays a irrer or mote hon- 
ourable Maſter thag we 3 n->7 ca1 any cxpeRt ſuch fruir 
of their labvurs, 1 Cor 15. »!:, 

8. Conſider, What hatic ſhould they make 'who have 
ſuch Rods at iter Bars, as be at ours? And how 
painfully fhuil:l rney work, who are till driven on by 
ſuch ſharp Afi Chions ? If either we wander out of the 
way, or loiter 11 ir, how ſurely do we prepare fur ovr 
@wn 
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own (mart? Every Creature is ready to be God's Rod © 1 


to' reduce us, cr to pur us on : Our ſweere!t Mercies 
will become our Sorrows : Or rather than he wil wanr 
a Rod, "the Lord will make ug a ſcourge to our ſelves : 
Onr diſeaſed bodies ſhall make us groan ; our perplexed 
minds thall make us reſtleſs, our Conſcience ſhall be 
as a Scorpion in our boſom, And 1s it not eafter to 
endure the labour, than the ſpur ? Had we rather be 
fill thus affliged, than ro be up and going ? Alas how 
like are we to tired Horſes, that will he down aud 
grean, or ſtand ſtill, and Jer you lay on them as long 
as you will, rather than they will freely travel on their 
journey ? And thus we make our lives miſerable, and 
neceſhirate God, it he Icve us, to chaſti'e us, Ir 1s 
true, thoſe that do moſt, do mect with Aﬀi:Rions alſo : 
But ſurely .accerdirg to. the meaſure of their peace of 
Conſcience, ard faithfulneſs to Chriſt, ſo 1 the bitter- 
neſs cf their Cup ( for the moſt part ) abated, 

9. How cl:{: ſhou'd they ply their work, who have 
foch great preparations attending them, as we have ? 
All 'the World are our Servants, that we may bethe 
Servants of God, The Sun arid Mocn atid Stars at- 
tend us with their light and influence : The Earth, with 
all its ferriture, is at cur ſeryice : How mzny thouſand 
Plants, and Flowers, and Fruits, and Birds, and Beafls 
do Il arrend us? The Sea with all its Inhabitants, the 
Air, the Wind, the Froſt and Snow, the Heat and 
Fire, tlie Clouds 3nd Ritn, all wair upon us while we do 
our work. Yea, the Ancels arc Miniſtring Spirits 
for the Service cftle E'et. And is !t rot 70 intoler- 
able cure for es to title, white aj] riie.e arc employed 
to aſl4t us 2 Nay more; the Pattence ard Gocdneſs 
of God doch wair upon us; the Lord Tefus waiteth in 
the cfters of his Bl-od ; The Bouly Ghoft v 2icertd, 1n 
ſtriving with our backward Herrts : Eefides, all his 
Servan:s, the Miriters of his Geſpel, who fiudy and 
wair, and preach and wait, and pray ard wait upon 
carcicls Sinners ; And ſhall Angels and Men, yea = 
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Lord himſelf, ſtand byand look.on, and; as it were, hold 
rhee the Candle while thou doft nothing? O Chriftzans, 
I beſcech you, when ever you are upon your knees in 
prayer, or reproving the Tranſgreffors, or exhorung 
the Obftinate, or upon any dury, do but remember 
what atrendants you have for this Work ; and then judge 
how it behoves you to perform it. 

10. Should not our AﬀeRions anJ Endeavours be 
anſwerable ro the acknowledg;d Principles of our Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion ? Sure if we are Chriſtians indeed, and 
mean as we ſpeak, when we Profeſs rhe Faith of Chriſt, 
we (hill ſhew it m Aﬀ:Rions and ARtions, as well as 
Expr: ſ15ns. Why the very fundamental DoQrines of 
our Reijgion are, That God 1s the cnet Good, and all 
our Happineſs confiſts in his Love, and therefore ic 
ſhould be valued and ſought above all things : That 
he 1s our only Lord, and therefore chictly to be ſerved : 
That we muſt love him with all our h:art, and ſoul, 
and ſtreng:h : That the very buſineſs that m2n have in 
the World, and the orly errand that God (cnt 
them avour, is to glorifie God, and Obtain Salva» 
tion, &c, And da mcns duties and converſations 
ſecond this Profeſſion? Are theſe DoRrines ſeen in the 
painfulneſs of mens PraRice ? Or rather do nor their 
works deny what their words do confeſs? On? would 
think by mens AR2n rhit hey did not b-leve a 
word of the Goel :9 to true. Ohiad day when mens 
own Tongaes and Profcilio9s {hail be brought wn 
az4a1nit chem, and con lean then. 

rt. How forward 2nd prinſal ſhou'd we be in that 
Work, wher2 we are fare w2 caanever do enough ? 
If there were any dinger in overdoing, then it m!ghe 
well caue men to mo ierace heir endeavours : Bur 


we know, That if we could 4o 1, wr were but aun9rofite 
, 5 J 


able Sery-its, mack more wien we are (are to tail In 


all. [ts riruc, a man may poſſily praz ro muc'it, or 
preach ro7 much,or heac,or reprove r20 much, ( though 
I have known fey that ever did fo ) but'yer no nan 
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can obey cr ſerre God too much : For one duty may be 

ſaid to be roo Icng, when it ſhuts out another; and 
then it ceaſeth indeed ro be a duty. So thar, though: 
2]] Superſtition, or Worſhip of our deviſing, ray be 
called a Righreouſneſs ovrermuch; yet as long as you 
keep ycur Service to the Rule of the Word, that fo it 
might have the true nature of Obedience, you never 


_ -nced to fear being Righteous roo much : For elſe we 


ſhould repreach the Lord ard Law-giver ct the Church, 
2s if he conimanded us to do 190 much, Ah, if the 
World were not mad with malice, they could never 
be ſc blind in this pcint as they are : To think that faith- 
ful diligence ir; ſervivg Chr1ft, is toily and fingul:rity 3 
ard that they who ſer themſelves wholly to ſeek eternal 
Life, are bur preciſe Pzri:ans? The time is near when 
they will ezfily confeſs, that God canror be loved or 
ferred too much, ard tha! no man can te roo buſie to 
ſave his Soul : For the Worid ycu may eaſily do teo 
much, but here ( in Goos way ) you cannor, 

12, Ir is the nature cf every Grace, to pur on the 
Soul to diligerce and ſp:ed. If you loved God, you 
would make naſte, and not delay or trifle : you would 
think nathirg too much that you cculd poſhbly do: You 
would be ambitious to ſerve kim, ard pleaſe him ſtill 
more : Leve is c:yck and impatient, It 1s aQtive and 
obſervant, If you loved Chriſt, you would keep his 
Commandments, avd ror accuſe them &f tro much 
ſtyKref. So alto, 1: you had Faith. ir would quicken 
ard ercourage ycu: If you Fad the hepe cf Glory, 
.t would, 2s the ſpring in the Warch, fer a!i rhe whee's 
L f your Sou's a-g-ing. It you had rhe fear of God, 
It weuld rouze you out of your (1:rhfiinels, 15 vou had 
zeal, it would er.flazre you, and car you up. Ged 
Hath put all tis Graces 1n the Sou! or purpoſe to be oyl 
to the wheels, to te life to the-cead, to mind men of 
their duty, and di'pocſe them to it, ard ro carry them 
to himſelf : So thac in what degree fcever thou art 
ſan&ified, in the ſame degree thou wilt be ſerious ard Ia» 
borious in the work of Ged, 13. Confi- 
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13, Confider ; They that teifle in the way to Hea- 
ven, do bur loſe all their labour, when ſerious endea- 
yours do obtain theirend, - The Proverb 1s, As god nte- 
ver & whit, as never the better. 1f two be running 19 a 
Race, he that runs loweſt had as good never run at all ; 
for now he loſeth the prize. and hts labour both, Ma- 
fy, who like Agrippa, are but almoſt Chrijtians, will find 
in the end they bali be bur almoſt ſaved. God hath 
ſer the rare at which the Pearl muſt be bought: if you bid 
a penny leſs than that rate, you had as good bid nothing. 
As a manthatis lifting at ſome weighty thing, if he pur to 
almoſt ſtrength enough, but yer not ſufh-1enr, it 15 as 
goes he pur to none at all, for he doth bur loſe all his 
abour. Oh how many Prof:fors of Chriftianity will 
find this true to their ſorrow, who haye had a mind to 
the ways of God, and have kept np a dull rask of Duty, 
and plodded on in a formal lifeleſs Protefſion, but 
never came to ſerious Chriftanity ? How many a duty 
. have they loſt, for want of doing them thoroughly, 
and to the purpoſe ? Perhaps their place in H*!] may be 
the cafier, and fo their 1avour is not loſt 3; hut as to 
the obtaining Salvation ir is all loſt. Many ſhall ſeeb to 
enter, but ſhall not be able: who if they had firiven, 
might have been ale. O therefore pur to a litle 
more diligence and ftrengrh, that ail be nor in vain that 
you have done airc2dy, 

14. Furthermore, we have loſt @ grea: deal of prect- 
ous Time afrcady, and therefore its reafon tharwe 
Iabour fo much the harder, It a Traveller do ſleep, 
or trifle our che mot of the day, he muſt rravel 
ſo much the faſter in che eveain2, or elſe he is ixe to 
fall ſhare of his journ*vs end. Wirth ſome of us our 
Childhood and Yourh is gone: With ſome alſo their 
middie Age is pait, az4 the: time bf ce us15 very 
uncertain and ſhort, What a deal of tim? Have we 
flept away, and ralk: away, and plaid avay ? What 
a deal have we ſpznt away in_Worldly rhoughts and 
labours, or in meer idlenefs ? Though in likelihood the 
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\moſt of our time is ſpent, yet how little cf of our 
/work is done ? Andisit not time now to beftir our 
[ſelves in the evening of our days? The time which ws 

| {}hare loſt, can never be recalled: Shnuld we not then 
- redeem it by improving che litrle which remainerh ? 
' You may receive indzed an equi] recompence with 

| thoſe that have b9rn the burthen aad hear of the day, 
chough you cam? not in to the laſt hour 3 but then you 
maſt be ſare to labour ſ-undiy that hour, Tr is enough 
| ſure that we have loſt {o :nuch of ourlives ; Ler us not 
now bz fo fooliſh as to loſe the reſft,; Pet.4. 2,3,4. 
15. Confiler; The greater are your layings out, 

the greater will be your comings in. Though you may 
ſeem 10 loſe your labour at rhe preſent, yer the hour 
cometh when you ſhall find it with -dvanctage. The 
Sced which is buried and dead, will bring forth a 
plentiful increaſe at the Harveſt, Whatever you do, 
and whatever you ſuff-r, this Everlaſting Reſt will pay 
for all. There 15no repentiag of labours and ſufferings 
yin Heaven; None ſays, wou!d I had ſpared my pains, 
* and prayed lefs, or been leſs ftriRt and preciſe, and did 
"as the reſt of my Neignbours did : There is never ſuch 
:a thought in Heaven as theſe, Bur on the contrary, 
it will be their Joy to look back upon their laboars 
and trivulations, and ro conſider how che mighty power 
of God did bring them rhorow all. Whoever come- 

. plained that he came to Heaven at too dear a rate; 
* or chat his Salvation coſt him more than it is worth ? 
We may ſay of cur labours, as Paul of his ſufferings, 
Rom. $8. 18. For I rechor that the ſufferings ( and labours ) 
'of ths preſent time, are not worthy to be compared with the 
iGlory that (hall be revealed in ws. We labour but for a 
/moinent, but we ſhall reſt for ever. Who would not 
put forth all his ſtrength for one hour, when he may be 
'Ja Prince while he lives for that hours work ? Oh, 
what is the Duty, and ſuffering ofa ſhort frail life, 
which is almoſt ar an end as ſoon as it begins, in re- 
'ſpe& bf the endleſs Joys with God ? Will not all our 
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tears chen be wiped away ? and all che ſorrows of cur 
Dacies forgotten? Bur yer the Lord wii! not forget 
them ? For he is not unjſt to forget our work and labour of loves 
He". 6. 10. 

16. Conſider; Violence aud laboricus ſtriving for 
Salvation, 1s the way that the Wiſdom of God hath 
dire&ed us to, as beſt ; as his Soveraign Auchority ap- 
pointed us, as necefiiry, Who knows the way to 
Heaven better than the God of Heaven? When men 
tell us that we are too ſtrit and preciſe, whom co they 
accuſe, God or us ? It we do no more than what weare 
conmanded, nor ſo much neither ; they may as well 
ſay, God hath made Laws which are too ſtri& and pre 
ciſe. Sure if it were a fault, it would lie in bim that 
commands it, and not in us who are bound to obey. 


And dare theſe men think that they are wiſer than God ? | 


Do they know better than he, what men muſt doto 
be ſaved? Theſe are the men that azk us whether we 
are wiſer than all the World befides? and yer they 
will pretend to be wiſer than God, What do they leſs, 
when God bids us take the moſt diligent courſe, and 
they tell us, It is more ado than needs? Mark well the 
Language of the Laws of God; and fee how you can 
reconcile it with the Language of the World, Mat. 
Il. 12. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffertth violence, and 
the violent tabe it by force, Or asit jsin Luke 16, 16. 


be ſtrait gate; for many ſhall ſet} to enter in, and not bt able. 
So. Matth. 7. 43, 14+ Eccleſ. 9. 10. Whatſorver thy band 
findeth to do, do it with all thy might ; for there is no work, 
or device, nor bnowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave whither 


thou goeſt, 1 Cor. 9. 24 Know ye not, that they which. 


Yun in &4 race, run all, but one receiveth the prize. So run that 
you may obtain. 2 Tim. 2. 5. If a man ftrive for Maſteries, 
Jet be 15 not crowned, except he ſtrive lawfully, that 1*, pow- 
erfully and prevailiogly, Phil. 2, 12. Work out your Sal- 
wtion with fear and trembling. » Pet. 1, 10. Gite dt. 
ligence to make your calling and Eliftion ſure. 1 Pet, 4.18. 
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- Every ox preſſeth into it; Luke 13. 24- Strive to enter 311 @ 
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If the Righttous ſcarcely be ſaved, where [hall the ungodly and 

x | farmers appear ? So Phil. 1.29. and 3.14 17.6. 12, 
,, 118, 19. Drut. 6 5s, &c. This 1s the conſtam Lan- 
" 7 guage of Chriſt: And which ſhall I tollow,God or Men; 
yea, and thar the wcrſt ard moſt wicked Men ? Shall 
q 1 think, that every Ignorant wordly Sor, that can only 
_ Calla man Pwiitan, knows more than Chriſt, and can 
reach him ro make Laws for his Church, or can tell 
God how to mend the Scriptures ? Letthem bring 
. all the ſeeming Reaſons thar thcy can ag-ivt the holy 
'violent ſtriving of the Saints; and rhis ſufficech me to 
1 @Confute them all, Thar God 1s of another mid, and 
he hath commanded me to do n:uch more than I do : 
And though I could ſee no reaſon for 1t, yer his Will 
is Reaſon enough to me; I am ſure God is worthy to 
I governus, if we were better than we are, Who ſhould 
+ make Laws for us, but he that made us? And who 


3 ſhould tne out the way to Heaven, but he that muſt 
oy bring us thicher? And who ſhall determine on what 


fs, 4 Conditions we ſhall be ſaved bur he that beftows the gift 
ng © Of Salvation? $o that ler World, or - Fleſh, or Devil, 
he - ſpeak againſt a holy laborious courſe, this is my anſwer, 


an | God hath commanded ir, 
_ 17. Moreover ; It is a courſe that all men in the 


x4 World either do, or will approve of. There is nor a 
16, Man that ever was, Or 1s, or. hall be, but ſhzll one da 
; &  Juſtifie the diligence of the Saints, and give his verdi 
b/,, inthe approdation of their Wiſdom, And who would 
ang © Pot go that way which every man ſhall applaud ? lt is 
oh, | rue, 'rs now a Way every-where ſpoken againſt, and 
:her Hated 3 bur ler me tell you, -1, Moſt that ſpeak againſt 
., it, do 1n their judgments approve of it ; cnly becauſe 
that { Pratice of Godlineſs 15 again the pleaſures of the Fleſh, 
vie; | therefore do they, againft their own judgments, reſiſt 
ll jit: They have not one word of Reaſcn againſt jr, but 
$4/. | Reproaches and Railing arc thejr beſt Arguments. 
_ * 2+ Thoſe that now are againſt ir, whether in Judgment 
18, W Paſion, will ſhortly be every man of another mind 
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If they come to Heaven, their minds muſt be changed 
before they come there. If they go to Hell, their 
Judgments will then be altered, whether they will or 
no. If you could ſpeak with every Soul that tuffereth 
thoſe Torments, and as% there Judgmen's, whether it be 
poſſible to be too Diligent and Serious in ſeeking Salva- 
tion > you may cafily conjeQure what anſiver they 
would return. Take the moſt bitter Derider or Perſe. 
cutor of Godlineſs, even thoſe rhat will venture their 
lives for to overthrow it, If thoſe men do not ſhort!y 
eat their own words, and wiſh a thouſand times that 
they hai been the moſt holy, diligent Chriſtians on 
Earth, then let me bear the ſhame of a falſe Prophet for 
ever. Remember this, you that will be of rhe Opinion 
and Way that moſt are of ; Why will you not be of the 
Opinion then that all will be ſhortly of ? Why will you 
be of a judgment which you are ſure you ſhall all ſhortly 
change ? Oh that you were but as wiſe 1n this, as thoſe 
in Hell / 

18, Conſider ; They that have been the moſt (eri- 
ous, painful Chriftians, when they come to die do ex- 
ceedingly lament their negligence, Thoſe that have 
wholly addi&ted themſelves to the Work of God, and 
have made ir the main buſineſs of their lives, and have 
lighted the World, and mortified the Fleſh, and have 
been the Wonders ofthe World for their heavenly Con- 
verſations ; yer when Conſcience 1s ler looſe upon them, 
and God wichdraws the ſenſe of his Love, how do their 
Failiogs wound them, and diſquiet them? Whar ter- 
rors & the Souls of many undergo, who are generally 
admired for their Godlineſs and Innocency, Even 


thoſe thar are hated and derided by the World for be- - 


ing ſo ſtrict, and are thought to be almoſt belides them. 
ſelves for their extraordinary diligence ; yer commonly 


when thev lyc adying, do wiſh, Oh,j that they had 4 


been a thouſand times more holy, more heavenly 
more laborious for .their Souls! What a caſe then will 
the negligent world be in when their Couſciences are 

awaked, 
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awaked, when they lye dying, and look behind chem 
J upon a lazy, negligent life ; and look betore them up- 
7 Jon a gpere and terrible Judgment ? What an eſteem 
| { will they have of a holy life ? For my own part, I may 
> +3 ſay as Eraſmus, Ac aſint qual nimium freerim 3 verum Con- 
-  ſcientia mea me accnuſat quod minus ſecerim, q:0dque leitior fu- 
f. + erim. They accule me for doing roomuch, but my own 
3 Conſcience acrcuſeth me for doing too lJitile, and being 
* HJtofſlow: And it is far cafier bearing the ſcorns of the 
5 _;World, than the ſcourges of Conſcience, The W-rid 
© "peaks ar a diſtance wthout me, (o that though I hear 
i their words, [ can chuſe whether I will feel them : Bur 
* my Conſcience ſpeaks within me ac the very heart, ſo 
1 , thatevery check dorh pierce me to the quick. Contct- 
1 
/ 
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'ence when it 13 rep:chended juſtly, is the Meſſenger of 
':God ; but ungodly revilers are the voice of the Devil. 
{I had rather be reproached by the Devil for ſeeking Sal» 
-vation, than to be reproved of God for negleRing it : 
4I had rather the World ſhould call me Puritan in the 

- Y4Devils name, than Conſcience ſhould call me Loiterer 
- (An Gods Name, As God and Conſcience are more uſe- 
e AFul friends than Satan and the World ; fo are they more 
4 dreadful, irreſiſtible Enemies. 

e | 19, Conſider hoiv far many a man goes, and whata 
e +» dealof Pains he takes for Heaven, and yer miſſeth it for 
- Want of more, Wh:n every man that ſtriveth is nor 
, . crowned, (2 Tim. 2. 5 ) and many ſhall ſeek to enter 
x fan, and ſhall nor be ale, ( Lube 23. 24.) and the ve- 
- -Iy Children of th: Kingdom ſhall be ſhut our, ( Aur. 
y 33: 41-) and they chart havc heard the Word and re- 
n Ccived it wich Joy, ( Hatth. 13. 20.) and have heard 
>. te Preacher gla'ily, and done many things after him, 
) (Hall yer periſh ( Wark 6, 20.) Ir is time for us to look 
y FJÞout us, and take heed of tering. When they that 
d &<& God daily,and dei'z}t > know his ways, and ask of 
Wm cheO::{jnances of ſu/tice.aad rake delight inapproach- 
"| Ws 1oGod & tha: in fatting, & aMidging cheirSouls, (1.6. 
e i, 3- ) 2: yer ſhur our (yin | 7; pocrires andUnbelevers £ 
d, »d » When * 
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When they that have been enlightened, and bavt taſted of the 


Heavenly gift, and of the good word of God, and of th: 
Powirs of the World to come, and were made pariMers of th 
Holy Ghoſt, may yet jail away beyond recovery, and cruciftt th 
themſeltes the Son of God, ( Heurews 6. 4, 5s, 6. ) Whet: 
they that have rectived the knowledge of the the Trath «1. 
were ſantt:ified by the Blood of the Covenant, may yet fin wilful | 
th, and tread under foot the Son 0: God, and do diſpight !:\ 
the Spirit of Grace till there is nothing lift them, but the frar © 
ful expeftation of Judgment, ana of" that ſhall devour tl, 
aderſarits, ( Heb. 10. 26, 29, 28, 29.) ſhould not th! 
rouze us out of our lazireſ: and ſecurity ? How far hat 
many a man followed Chriſt, ard yer forſaken him whe 
ir comes to the {cl}ing of all, to bearing the Croſs, t 
burning at Stake, cr to the rencurcirng of all h'/\ 
Worldly Interefis and Hopes? What a deal of pair: 
hath many a men taken tor Heaven, that never di |, 
obrain it ? How many Prayers, Sermens, Faſls, Alm - 
good Defires, Ccnicfiions, Sorrow ard Tears tc 
im, &c. Have all teen Ic}, and fallen ſhort of th a 
Kingdom ? Methinks this ſheuld affright us our oi ov+ 
ſluggiſhreſs, and make us ftrive ro outflip the highe 
Formaliſt ? 

20, Conſ:der, God hath refoly thatied,Heaven ſh: 
not be had on eafier terms. He hath not only con 
manded 1t as a duty, but hath ryed cur falration 
the performance of ir. Reli muſt always follow Labox 
He that bath crdaircd m his Church on Earth, That 
that will not Lehour, (hall not Ear ; hath alſo decreed co 
cerning the &.verlaſtivg Inhesnance, That he that ſtrit 
not, (ball not tintiry They muſt now la) up a Treaſurt | 
Heaven, it they will fnd 1t there, Matth. 19. 20, Th: | 
muft ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righttouſn: | 
Matth. 6. 33- They muſt not Labour js the food that ; 
riſheth, but for that food which endureth to Everlaſting L? 
Joh 6. 279. Some think that jt is gocd to be Hel? 

t yet not of ſuch abſolute neceſlity, bur that a m- $ 
may be ſaved witk out it ; But God hath derermun- 


WS, 


. _ iS 
on the contrary, That without it no man ſhall ſer his fatt 


Heh. 12, 14- Seriouſtcſs is the very thing wherein con- 

ſifteth our fincerity. If thou art not ſerious, thou art 
not a Chriſtian, Ir isnot only a high Degree in Chriftt- 
aniry, bur of the very life and efjence of 11. As Fen 
cers upon a Stage ({ who have all their skill at their wea- 
pons,and do eminently and irduſtriouſly A& their parts, 
bat do nor ſeriouſly 1n:end the death of each other ) do 
differ from Suuldjers or Combarznts, who fight in good 
ſadneſyfor their Lives : Juſt ſo do Hypecrites difier from 
ferious Chriſtians, It Men could be ſaved withcur rh1s 
ſerious Diligence, they would never regard it ; All the 
excellencies of God's ways would never entice them. 
But when God harh reſolved, Thar if you will have your 
eaſe here,ycu ſhall have none hereafter, Is it no: wiſdom 
then to heſhr our telves to the urmoſt ? 

Yer, left all this ſhould nor prevarl, I will add fome- 
what more, if it be p<tlible, ro perſwade thee to be ſe- 
rious in thy Endeavours for Heaven. 

1. Conſider; God 1518 good earneſt with you ; and 
why then ſhould not you be ſo with him ? In his Com- 


mands, he means as he ſpeaks, and will verily require * 


your real Obedience, In this Threatrnings he 1s ſeriQus, 
and wil] make them ai! good againſt the Rebellious, 
his Promiſes he 1s ſerious, and will fulfil them to the 
Obedient, even to the leaft ritrle, In his Judgment he 
15 ſert us, as he will make his Enemies know to their 
terrour, Was not God in good earneſt when he drown- 


ed the World, when he conſume Sodom and Gomprah, - 


when he ſcattered the Zews ? Hath he not been in good 
ſadneſs wirh us lately 1n England, and Ireland, and Gi= 


many? and very ſhortly will he lay hold on- his Enemies © 


particularly Man by Man, and make them know that he 


15 1n good earneſt : Eſpecially when it comes ro the grear, 
reckoning day. And is it time then for us to dally with * 


God ? 
2, Jeſus Chrift was ferions in Purchaſing qur Re- 
demption, He was ſerigus- i Tcaching, when heneg 
B 3 


( \, 


In * 


'% 


ler 4 
* © k 


,* , *.. 
. C 


(18 ) 
lifled bis Meat and Dring, Ja 4+ 32. He was ſerious in 
Praying, when he continud all night at it, L:kh.5, 12, He 
was ſerious in doing gord, When his Kinavid came and laid 
bands on him, thinking b: had b:in b:ſide kimfilf, Mark 3. 20, 
21, He was (eriourin {uff-ring, when he faſted forty 
days, was tempted,bctrayed ſpit cn,bufferted, Crowned 
with Thorns, ſweat water and blacd , was crucified, 
pierced, died ; There was no Jefting in all chis : And 
ſhould ncr we be ſerious 1n ſeeking cur ov.n Salvation ? 


3. The Holy Ghoft 1s ſerious in ſclicitirg vs for cur 


Happineſs ; his Moticns are frequeni an preſſing, and 
Importuvate : He fir;vech with cur He:rts, Gin, 6. 
He is grieved whin wt viſt him, Epleſ.4 30. Ard ſhould 
not we then be ſerout it; cbeyirg bi Monenand yicld. 
ing to his Suit? . | 

4. Ged is {(ericus1n Fearirg our Trayers, and deliver. 
ivg us from cuc dargers, acd removing cur troubles , 
and beſtowipg his Merctes, renwe are afiifed, he ts 
afflifitd with its, Ia. 63 9. He regarceth cvery groan 


and ſigh, he putteih every Tezr into his Bottle; He con» 
doleth their Mitery, whea he 1s forced to c'aſtiſe them : 


How ſhall I give thtt up, O Epyaim (ſaith the Lerd ) how 
ſhall I malt thee as Adrrah, 4nd as Zebelm ? My Heart is 
turned within me, m) _— are kixdled togither, Hell. 11, 
8. He heareth even the Rebellious oft times, when they 
call upon him in their miſery; When they cry to him in theer 


trouble, be dilivereth them cut of thay diſtreſs, Pſal. 78. 37, 


38. Pſal. 107, Io, I1, 12,13, 19, 28. Yea, the next 
time thou art in trouble, thou wilc beg for ſericus regard 
of thy prayers, and grant cf thy defires. And ſhall we 
be ſo ſlight in the work of God, when we expe he 
ſhould be fo regardful of us? Shall we have all rea] Mercies 
down weight ; and ſhall we re:urn ſuch ſuperficial and 
frothy ſervice ? 

. Conſider, The Miniſters of Chriſt are ſerious in 
noſiruding and exhorting you, and why ſhould not you 
be 25 ſerious in obeying their Infiru&ions ? They are ſe- 
rjous in ſtudy ; ſerious in Prayer 3 ſerious in perſwading 

| your 
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; Your Souls to the Obetens of Chriſt ; They beg of 
| God, they beg of you, they hope, they wair, they long 
' More for the Converſion and Salvation of your Souls , 
than they do for any worldly good : Ton art their boaſting, 
; Botir Crown and Foy, 1 Til. 2. 19, 20. Yor ſtedfaſiniſs in 
. Chriſt they value as their Lives, 1 Thel. 3.8. They are 
, content to be off +; d up inthe Syrice of your Faith, Phil, 2, 
17. If they kill rFerpſelves with Study and Preaching, 
« Cr it they (ifler Martyrdom f r Preaching the Gefpel ; 
they tiink their lives are well beſtowed, that their 
; Preaching do but prevail for ſaving of your Souls. And 
\. ſha'!l ocher \'en be fo painful and careful for your Salya-» 
. tion, ard ſhculd ycu be ſo careleſs and negligent of your 
. oun? Is it n:ot a ferious charge thar 1s given to Mink 
filers in 27im. 4-1? Ard afertous patrern thart is given 
them in AG, 20, 30, 31 ? Surely no Man can be bound 
ro be more ſericus ard painful for the welfare of anos 
ther, than he 1s bourd to te for himſelf, 

6, How ſerious ard diligent are all the Creatures in 
their Service to thee ? What haſte makes the Sun to 
| compals the World ? Ard how truly doth it return at its 

appointed hcur? So do the Moon and other Planets, 
i: The Springs are always Howing (cr thy ufe ; The Rivers 

ſtill running 3 The Spring and Harveſt keep tieir times, 
How hard doth thy Ox labour for thee, from Day to 
Day ? Hory painful and ſpeedily doth thy Horſe bear thee 
in Travel ? And ſhall all theſe be labortcus,ard thou on- 
ly negligent ? Shall they all be fo ſcricus jN {crving thee, 
and yet thou be fo (light tn thy Service to God ? 
9. Conſider, The Servants of the World and the 
. Devil, are ſerious and diligent; they ply their work 
continually with unweartedneſs and delight, as if they 
/ could never do enough : They make taſte, and march 
+ furiouſly, as if they were afraid of coming to Hell coo 
late, They bear down Miniſters, and Sermons, and 
Counſel, and all before them. And ſha!lthev do more 
for the Devi], than thou wilt do for God ? Or be more 
' diligent for Danination, than thou wilt be for Satyation ? 
Haſt 
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Haſft not thou a better Maſter? And ſveerer Einploy- 
ment? And greater Encouragement? An: 2 verrer re- |; 
ward ? | * 

$. The time was whea thou waſt ſerious thy ſelf in 4! 
thy ſervice to Satan and the Ficſh, if ir be nr fo yet: © 
Doſt thou not remember how eaper!y chou didſt follow 
thy ſports? Or how viotently tou waft addjRed to cu- 
ftoms, or evil company, or finiu! delights ? Or how 
earneſtly rhou waſt bent after thy p. ofirs of nfing in che 
World ? And wilt thou not now be more carnefi and- 
violent for God ? What profit hadſt thou thenin thoſe things, 
whereof thou art now aſhamed ? For the end of thoſe things is 
Death : But now biing made free jrom Sin, an4 become to: 
Servants of God, ye have your frat unto Holinels, and tit 
end Eveafting Life, Rom. 6. 2 1; 22. 

9. You are yet to this Day 1n good earneft 2:0ur the 
marters of this Life; If you are fick, what ſert-us groan: 
and complaints do you urter? A!l the Ton ſhallquick: 
ly know it, if your pain be grear, !f youare poor,hov. 
hard do you latour for your l;ving, left your Wife anc.4 
Children ſh-uid ft:rve and famiſh ? If one fall down 1 / 
a ſwoon 1n the Houſe, or Streer, or in the Congregac! 
on, how ſeriouſly will you run to: relieve and recoye 
them? And is not the buſineſs of our Salvation of fa 
grea'er moment ? Are you not poor? And ſhould you 
nor then be Labourers? Are you norin fight for you 
Lives? And 1s it rime tofleep ? Are you nor in arace. 
and 1s not the prize, the Crown of Glory? And ſhould 
you then fit till, or cake your eaſe ? 

19. There 1s no 1-ſting in Heaven, nor in Hell. Th 
Sain:s have a real Happineſs, and the Damned a re: | 
Miſery ; the Suints are {erious and high in their Joy an + 
Praiſe; and che Damned are fcrious and deep in the! / 
ſorrow and compiaints, There are no remiſs or ſleep 
praiſes in Hcaven ; nor any remiſs or fleepy Lamenra: | 
ons in Hell: All Men there, are in good fadnefs, At 
ſhould we not then be ſerious now ? Reader, I dare pr: 
miſe thee, the thoughts of theſe things will ſhortly 
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ſerious thoughts with thy ſelf. When theu comeſt to 
Death or Judgment,O whar deep heart-piercing thoughts 
wilt thou have of Erernity ! Ncthinks | foreſee thee 2l- 
ready aftomſhed, to think how thcu couldſt pcflibly 
make ſo light of thefe things / Mertirks I even hear 
thee cryipg out of thy ſtupidity ard madneſs! 

Yer becauſe | know the ſtrange obſtinacy and rocki- 
neſs of the Heart of Man, and becauſe I] would fain 
drive this Nall to the Head, and leaverkele perſwaſions 
faſtened in thy Heart, that fo, 1f it be pcſhible, thou 
mighteſt be awakened to thy Duty, and thy Soul mighe 
live : I ſhall therefore proceed with thee yet alittle fur- 
ther: And I once more intreat thee to ſtir up thy atten- 
ricn, and go alorg with me in the free and ſober uſe of 
thy Reaſcn , while Lpropound to thee theſe fr lowing 
Queſtions: And I command thee tron: God, that thou 
ftifle net thy Conſcience, and reſiſt not ConviRtion, bur 
anſwer them fairhfully, and obey accerdingly. 

1, 2x8. If you cculd gros Rich by Religion. or ger 
I ands and Lordſhips by being diligent 1n godlinefs : Or 
if you cculd get Honour cr Preferment by itin the 
World : Or could be recovered from Sickneſs by 1t, or 
could hve for cver.1n proſperity on Earth : What kind 
of Lives would ycu then lead ? And what pains would 
you take in the Service of God? And 1s not the reſt of 
the Saints a more excellent Happineſs than all this? 

2. N+(t. If the Law of the Land did puriſh every 
breach cf the Sabbath, or every omiflion of Family Du- 
ries, or Sccrer Duties, or every cold ard heartleſs Prays 
er, with Death, If 1t were Felony or Treaſon to be 
ungodly and negligent in Worſhip, and Icofe in your 
Lives 3 what manner of perſons would you then be ? 
And what Lives would you lead? And 1s notetcrnal 
Death more terrible than Temporal ? 

3- Nuift, It it were Gods ordinary Courſe to puniſh 
every fin wich ſome preſent ſudgment, ſo that every time 
a Man Swear, or is 11 Drink, or ſpeaks a Lie, or Buck- 
biteth his Neighbour, he ſhould be ſtruck Dead,or Blind, 

ar 
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or lame inthe place. If God did puniſh every cold 
Prayer,or negle& of Duty with ſome RemarkablePlague; 
what manner of perſons would yon then be? If you 


ſhould ſaideoly fall down Dead like Ananizs and Saphira * 


with the Sin in your Hands; or the Plague of God 
ſhould {cize upon you, as upon the Jſrazlite;, while their 
ſweet Morſels were yet in their Mouths. It but a Mark 
ſhould be {et in the Forehead of eyery one that negle&- 
eda Duty. or commirted a Sin : What kind of Lives 
would you then lead ? And is not Eternal Wrath more 


Terrible than all this ? Give but Reaſon leave to. 


ſpeak. 
4+ Queſt. Tf one of your old Acquaintance and Com- 
panions 1n Sin, ſhould come from the Dead, and tell 


you, that he ſuffered the Torments of Hell, for thoſe = 
Sins that you are Guilty of, and for negleRing thoſe Du. ' 


ries which you negleR, and for living ſuch a Careleſs, 
Worldly, Ungodly Life, as you now live, and ſhould 
_ therefore adviſe you to take another Courſe: If you 


ſhould meet ſuch an one in your Chamber when you are FP 
ced of 


going to Bed, and he ſhould ſay to you, Oh rake 

this Carnal Unholy Life ! Ser your ſelt ro ſeek the Lord 
wichall your Might;negle& not your Soul, prepare for E- 
ternity, that you comenot to the place of Torment that 
Tamin; How would this take with you ? And what 
manner of perſons would you afterwards be, 

5. Qyeſt. If you knew thatthis was the laſt day you 
had tolive in the World, how would you ſpend this Day ? 
If you were ſure when you go to Bed, that you ſhould 
never riſe 2gain, would not your thoughts of another 
Life be more ſerious that Night? If you knew when 
you are Praying, that you ſhould never Pray more, 
would you not be more earneſt and imporcunare in that 
Prayer ? Or if you knew when you are Preaching, or 
Hearing, or Exhorting your Sivtul Acquaintance, that 
this were the laſt Opportunity you ſhould have, would 
you notply it more cloſely than uſually you do? Why 

ou do nor know but 1t may be the laſt ; And you are 
ure yourlaſt 1s near at hand, 6, Queſt, 


& 
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3 6. Queſt. If you had ſeen the ge! era) Diſſolution! +” 
4c World, ard 2!! rne P:3MP ati 2cy of 4: conſurted © 
o Aſh: If vou fy atl gn a £re Hows yOu, Sun 5ruous 
nildigps . Cite, Einguoms, Land , Vrater, Fart . 
ceaven 211] flint ) 209M \ Our ene» If You 'idd ſeen 
all tha: Mon 1a90vi cd a ad (21. rhe'r Souls for, gone * 
Friends gone: Tt; © place Ot your tarmer above gone :; 
ke Hijtory enuud, an1 <. Conc down, whit would 
' wel fight 4s Qt 15 pc Fvace O0U Tau g? Woy {uch 2 
he thou ſhalt certainty (ce k Tug my "Que £ 00 tathce 
the words of the A «Frag Fct.3. String all thiſe {DIrgs 
all be diſſotued, woat manger of / Pe; r(ons Jagyt 304 to be in 
all Ho!y Converſation and Goalincj:, looxing for, £14 'baſting 
Sto the com tag of ti: Day 'f God, wherein the Fizms bee 
| the on fire ſha!!'s difſolred, and the Elements [nals melt with 
fervent Heat ? As if he ſhould (av, We cannot poſſibly 
conceive or expiels what marner of Perſons we ſhould 
hen al! Holip% and God! neſs, when we do bur twink 
: bf the ſudder, end certain, and terrible Diffoluticn of 
All things bclovw, 
7. Nuifl. What if you [id (een the proceſs of the 
Judgment the great Day ? It you had ſeenahe Judge 
ent ſet, and the Books opened, ain: the moſt fland 
trembling on the lefr Hand of rhe | vdgc,znd Chriſt hime 
ſelf accufing them of their Ret5ellions and _—_— and 
remembring them of a'l their former fighuags of his 
grace, and ar lat! Connemnine fem O per; 'Etua] per- 
d11ton? If you 43d fee 1 the Godly itara1ng on the Ight 
Hand, and ſeſus Thrift acknowledging their faichful 
Obcdence, and acj omg Ogre ; £5 the poſieſiianof the 
jov of thei; lord? Vat MArnne g Ps. rions would you 
have been after {uct a fight a3 this? Wh y, this fight 
thou ſhalt: one Day ſoc, a+ 47 as 5h rok vei?, And why 
en ſhould gocche furextos lcge of ſuch a day awake 
ice t9 thy Duty ? 
8. Queſt. What if you had once ſcen Hell open, and 
d all the Darancd chere in their eaſleC, Tcrments, and 
d heard them crying out of their flothfulneſs in the 
C 
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Day of their Viſnation, and wiſhing that they had but - 
an ther lite to live, and that God would bur try themy; e 
cnoe agatc( ? One crying oar of his negleR of Duty,ard gh. 
anct\er of his loituring and rritimg, when he ſhould yja 
have cen l2bouring for h:s Life ? Whar manner of per- of | 
ſuns would you bave bzen after ſuch a fight as this 2 av 
"a ah ?  * 
What if you had (cen Heaven opened, as Stephen did, ys f 
and all his Saints there Triumpking in Glory , and py 
enj3ying the En ct their Labours and Sufterings ?gje 
What a Life would you lead aiter ſuch a fight as this ?D1 
Why, you will {ce this with your Eyes before ic beyy 
lors. : tail 
g. Quefl, Whatif you had lain in Hell but one year, © 
or one day, or hour, and rhere felt all thoſe Torments (ge 
that now you do Our hear of ? And God ſhould turn you hs 
into the World ag2in, ard try you with another lifes gf 
time, ard ay, I wil ice whether thou wilt be yer any an, 
better; «.1.t manaer of perfors would you be ? If yoa am 
wereto live a thou'ind years, would you not gladly the 
live as ſtrictly as the preciieſt Sens, and ſperd a!l thoſe ai 
years in Prayer ard Dury, fo you might bur eſcape the © 
Torment which you ſuftercV? How ferioufly then would wh 
you ſpeak of Hell ! Ard pray agaioft ic! And hear,and ha 
read, and watch, a: oey ! How earnetily would you Bl 
Admoniſh the Carcieſs w take hed, and look about ay 
them to prevent their Ruin ? Ap wil not you take ha 
Gods Word for the Truth of this, excopr you feel it ? pix 
Is it not your Wiitnm to do as & ucli row to prevent it, on 
as You wou!d do ty remove it whon It is tcolare? Is 1t yio 
notmo:e Wiſdom 1G fperd this ! its 1o labouring for gi 
Heaver, viti- vi {avs rt. than rolie in Torment, viſh- F 
og lor more tine 1; vain 2 Dc 
Io. Queſt. What it you had been poſſeſſed but one M4 
ycar of rhe Giory of Yraven, ard thcre joyned wirh 
the $.iints and Auzeis 10 the hehvolding of God,and (ing- ax} 
10g hy» Praiſe, arid aitcrn.orcs fronld be turned into as 
the World og in? Whatalit wiult you lead? Whar tye 
pains woul:l you tare, ratizer than © be deprived cf 
ſuch 
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fuch incomparable Glory ? Would you think any coſt 
WUtpo great, or Diligence roo much ? It one of thoſe that 
emye now u Heaven, ſhould come to live on Earth again, 
td hit perſons would they be? What a ſtir would they 
Id pake? How ſeriouſly would they drive on the buſineſs 
Eſ-5f their Salyation ? The Country would ring of their 
S * »xceeding Holy and Siri& Converſations, They would 
'd, 6s fac excel the Holieſt Perſons on the Earth, as they 
nd pxcell the Careleſs World. Before they would loſe that 
8 ?Bleſſed Eſtate, they would follow God with Cries both 
$ ? Day and Night, and throw away all, and ſuffzr every 
be Day a Dexch. And ſhould nor we do as muck to ob- 

tain it ? 
ir, Yet Iwilladd a few more words to the Godly in 
IS ſpecial, ro ſhew them why they above a!l Men ſhould 
Du be layorious for Heaven ; and rhat there 18a great deal 
eS of Reaſon, that though all the World befides do fir (i111, 
I and be careleſs, yet rhey ſhould abhor char lazineſs 
YU and negligence, and ſhould lay out all their firengrth on 
ly the Work of God. To ths end, I defire them alſo to 
ie a»ywer ſoberly to theſe few Interrogatories. 
'e 1, Quit, Whar manner of Perſons ſhould thoſe be, 
Id whom God hatiz choſen out to be Veſſels of Mercy, and 
d ha:h-given them che very Cream and Quiezeſſence ol his 
'u Bleſſings, when the reſt of the World are paſſed by, 
ut and pur off with Common, and Temporal, avd letr- 
© hand Mercic: ? They who have the Blood of Chnft 
* piven them, and the Spirit ſor SanAification, Conſolatie 
r, on 2nd Preſervation, and the Pardon of Sinc,and Adcp- 
It tion ro Sen{hip, and the Guard of Angels, and rhe Me- 
 diation of ct. Son of God, and the ſpecial Love of the 
2- Ktther, and the Promiſe and Seal of Ererigliing Rejt 

Do but tel! mie in cod iaench, wiiat kind of lyvesrhete 
1e Men ſhou!d hve ? 
n 2. Qu}. Wha: marner of perſons ſhould thoie Be, 
p- Who have felt the ſmarc of their negligence, ſo much 
9 as the golly have done? In the new Birth, 1n their (c= 
it 'yeral wounds ard troubles cf Conſctence,in ther doubr 
f | C 2 nab 
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and fears, intheir ſharp Afii&ions on Body and rate. 


They that have groaned and cryed our (© oft, under the 
Senſe and Efte&s of their Negligence , and are like 
enough to fee] it again. if if they do not reform ir, ſure 
one would think they ſhould be flothful no more, 

3- Nuiſt. Whar manner of perſons ſhould theſe be in 


Holy Diligence, who have been ſo long convinced of 


the evil of Lazineſs; and have confefled on their Knees 
a hundred and a hundred times, both jn publick an4 in 
private ; and have told God in prayer how unexcuſably 
they have therein offended; Should they thus confeſs 
their Sin, and yer commit it, as if they told God what 
they would do, 2s well as what they have done ? 


4+ Queſt. What manner of perſons ſhould thoſe be 


In paintul Godlineſs, who have bound themſelves to 
God by ſo many Covenants as we have done, and 1n 
ſpecial have Covenanted fo oft to be more painful and 
faithful in his Service ? At every Sacrament; cn many 
Days of Humihation and Thankſgiving ; in moſt of our 
deep Difireſſes and Dangerous Sicknetſes, we are till 
ready to bewail our neglects, and to engage our ſelver, 
if God will but try us and trufb once again, how dili- 
gent and laborious we will be, and how we will1mprove 
our time, and reprove offenders, and watch over our 
ſelves, and ply our work; and do him mcre Scrvice 1n 
a Day, than we didin a Month : The Lord P::rdon our 
perfidious Covenant-breaking; and grant that our En- 

gagements may not condemn us. 
5+ 45 What manner of perſons ſhould they be, 
who are ſo near to God as we,who arc hisChildren 1n his 
Family, ſtillunder his Eye ; thz ObjeRs of his greateſt 
Jealouſie,as well as Love? Nadab and Abihycan te!l you, 
that the Flames of Jecalouſie are hotteſt abour his Al- 
tar: And UVzz,, and the fifty thouſand and ſeventy Beth- 
ſheamites, 1 Sam. 6. 19. though Dead, do vert tell you, 
that Juſtice as well as Mercy, is moſt ative about the 
Ark. And Ananias and his Wife can tell you, that pro- 
feſſion is no coyer for Tranſgreſſion. Fudgment brginneth 
a) 
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at the Houſe of Goa, 1 Per. 4. 19. And the defiroing An- 
gel doth be2in at the Sanftuwy, Ezck.9. 5, 6. \ 

6. Q«?, What inanner of Men ihauld they be in 
Duty, who have recetyed (1 much encouragement, as * 
we have done by our Succeis? Who have taſted ſuch 


| ſweernels in diligent Oledience as doth much more 


than countervail all the pains : who have fo oft had Ex- 
perience of che wide differen. « 5erwren lazy and labori- 
ous Dury, by their different Iſſues ; Who have found all 
our lazy Duries unfruicful; and all! our ſtrivings and 
wraſtlings with God ſucceſstul fo rtiat we were never 


- 1Imporcunate with God in vain. We who had fo many 


admirable National and Perſonal Deliverances upon ur- 
gent ſeeking; and have received almoſt all our ſolid 
Comforts in a way of cloſe and conſtant Duty : How 
ſhould we above all Men ply our Work ? 

7. Queſt, What manner of Men ſhould they be, who 
are yer ar ſuch great uncertainties, whether they are 
S118 fied or Juſtified, or whether they are the Chil- 
dr*n of God or no; or what (hall Everlaſtingly become 
of their Souls, as moſt of the Godly that I meet with 
are? They that have diſcovered the excellency of the 
Kinzd>m; and yet have notdiſcovered their intereſt in 
it, bur diſcern a danger of periſhing or lofing all, and 
have need of that advice, Hes. 4. 1, and have ſo many 
dou'"ts i wreſtle with daily, as we haye: How ſhould 
ſuch Men beitir rhe mſelves in time ? 

8. Quit. Wir manner of perſons ſhould they be in 
H3114i5, wii ve fo much of the Great Work yet un» 
don? as we 6a27e 2 So many Sins in (o great ſtrength ; 
Graces weak, SanRificarion impertet, Corruption ill 
Worxing cur ruine. and taking Advantage of all our 
Omiſli»1s, When we are as a Bov1-Man on the water, 
ler him roy never fo hard a Month cogether, yet if he 
do \ur flick his Hand, and think to eaſe himſelf, his 
Boar goes taſter down the Stream, than before 1t wenr 
up : S$:doour Sonls, when we think to caſe our ſelves 
by abating our pains in Duty. Our rime is ſhort: Our 
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enemftes mighty : Our hinderances m2ny : God ſeen 
yer at a grear diſtance from many of us: Our thoughn 
ot I'm are dull and ftrange, and unbelieving: Our ac 
quainrance ar. d communon with Chriſt is (mall: And 
our defires tobe with him arc as ſmall, And ſhould Men 
1n our caſe ſtand ſtil! ? 

9. Qarſt, What manner of Men ſhovld rhey be in 
their diligence, whoſe lives and duties are of. fo great 
concernment to the ſaving or deſtroying of a Mulritude 
of Soul: ? When if we flip, ſo many are ready to 
ſftambole; And if weftumble, fo many are ready to fall, 
* If we pray hard for them, and admoniſh ihem daily, 
* and faithfully, and plaielv, and exhort them with 
bowels of pity and love, and go before them 1n a Holy 
Inoff-nſive Converſation, it 1s twenty to one but we may 
be inftruments of ſaving many of them from everlaſting 
perdictn, and br:nging them tothe poſicfion of the in- 
heritanes wich us : Oa the contrary, if we filently neg« 
le& them, or f{ipfully cflend them, we may be occafi- 
cns of their perpetual Torment: And what a ſid 
thought is ti:atto an honeſt and merciful Heart! That 
we may not deſtroy the Souls for whom Chriſt died;char 
we may not rob them of their everlaſting Happineſs, 
and God of the Praiſes thatin Heaven they would giic 
him; What manner of perſons ſhould we be in our 
Duries and Examples ? 

10. Queſt. Laſtly, what manner of perſons ſhould 
they be, on whom the Glory of the Great God doth 
ſo much depend ? Men 1] judge of the Father by - 
xhe Children, and of the Maſter by the Servants, We 
bear his Image, and therefore Men will meaſure him by 
his Repreſentation, He 1s no where in the World fo , 
lively repreſented, as in his Saints: And ſhall they fer * 
him forth as a Patron of Viciouſneſs or Idleneſs? All the 
World is not capable of Honouring or Diſhonouring ' 
God ſo much as we: And the leaſt of his Honovr 15 of 
more worth than all our Lives. I have harped all this * 
while upon the Apoſtles ſtring, 2 Pet. 3-11, And => 
et 
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| ler me give it the laſt rouch : Seeing then tha al 
m! things fore-mentioned are fo, I charge thee rhar' 
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Chriſtian, in my Maſters Name to caritder, and reſolyg 
the Queſtion, What manner of Perſons ought we to be in 48 7 
Holy @onutrſation and Godlineſs? And let thy Life anſwcr 5 

t2e Queſtion as well as thy Tongue A 


—— 


DIRECT. 


How to ufe Chriſt, and Live up3u him as ann 
Aeadiator, 


him for the increaſe of our carnal ſecurity , 
and boldneſs in finning: But :o live 19 the daily Vſe of 
Chriſt to thoſe Ends of his Offi:e, ro which he 1s by us 
to be made uſe of, is a matter of greater Shi and Dili- 
gence, than many ſelf-eſteeming Profe ſ>ursare aware of. 
What Chriſt himſelf hath done, or will do, for our 
Salvation, is nor direaly the thing that we are now con- 
fidering of ; but what V7 he requirerh #5 ro make of 
him in the Life of Eaith. He hath told us, that His 
Fleſh is meat indeed, and his Blood is Drink indeed ; 
an4 that except we eat his Fleſh 2:4 drink mis Blood, we 
have no Life inus. Here is our V/z of Chrait expreſſed 
by Eating and Drinb'12 his Fleſh 2nd Blood, which 1s by 
Faich, The General parts of the work of Redemption, 
Chriſt hath b4nſlf performed for us, wichout aging our 
Conſent, or impoſing upon us any Condition on our parts, 
without which he would notdo that work : As the Sun 
doth 1!luſtrace and warm the Earth whether ic will or 
n2!, and as the Rain fallerh on the Graſs, without agking 
whether it conſent, or will be chankful; fo Chriſt with- 
out our conſent or knowledge, did rake our nature, and 
fulfil the Law, and ſatisfie the offended Law-giver, and 
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" Negit Grace, and conquer Sa:an, Death and Hell, anq 


became the Glorified Lord of ali: Bur for the e+erciſe 
of his Graces in us, and our Advancement tro Commy- 
pion with God, and our living in the ſtrength and joys 
of Faith, he is himſelf the Ohje& of our Duty, cven 
of that Faith whick we muſt daily and diligently cxer- 
ciſe upon him : And thus Chriſt will profit us no further 
than we make Uſe of him by Faich. Ir is not a forgot- 
ten Chriſt that obje&ively Comforterth or Encourageth 
the Soul ; but a Chriſt belizved in, and $ilfully and faith- 
fully Uſed to that end. It is 0bjeive'y ( principally ) 
that Chriſt 15 called Our Wiſd5m, 1 Cor 1. 30. The brow- 
ledge of bim, and the Myſterics of Grace in him, 1s the 
Chriſtian or Divine Philoſophy or Wiſdom, in oppoſition to 
the vain Philoſophy,which the Learned Heathens boaſt- 
ed of. And therefore Pauldetermined ro know nothing 
but Chriſt Crucified, that is, romake Oſentation of no 
other knowledge, and to glory in nothing bur the Croſs 
of Chriſt, and foto Preach Cirift, as if he knew no» 
thing elſe bur Chrift, See r Cor. 1. 23. & 2. 2. Gal. 6, 
14. Andiris 0bjeftively chat Chrift 1s ſaid to dwell in 
our Hearts by Faith, Fykif. 3. 19. Fatih keepeth him 
Nill upon the Heart by continual Copiration, Applicati- 
on ard Improvement ; As a Friend 1s ſaid to dwell in 
cur Hearts, whom we ccntinually love and think of. 

2. Chriſt himſelf reacteth us ro Diſtinguiſh bes» 
ween, Faith in God ( as God )and Faith in himſ:lf ( as 
Mediator : ) John 14. 1.| L#t not yorr Heaves be troubled : 
Te believe in God: ( or, Relieve ve in Gn ? ) believe alſo 
in me. ] Theſe (ct rogether are tr! e fufficient cure of a 
Troubled Heart. It 1s 2ot Fa'ti, in God 25 God, but Faith 
in Chriſt as Mediator, 17: © am now to ſpeak of ; Anl 
thar nor as it 1sinhcrerr 1 the Underftanding, bur as it 
is operative on the H-art, an4 in the Life : And this 1s 
nor the ſmalleſt parrof che Life of Faith, by which the 
Juſt areſaid ro live: Every T:ue Chriſtian muſt in his 
meaſure be able to fay v.1th Paul, Gal. 2,20. I am Cr uct- 
fed with Chriſt: Nevirtheliſs T live; Tit not I but Chriſt 

livin 
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lrutth in me: And the Life which I ow live in the Fleth, Tlive 
by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved mz, and gave him- 
ſelf fir me. The Pure Godhead is the B-cinning and the .p- 
End of all 3 Bat Chriſt is the Ia4ge of the Inviſwult God, the 
firſt Born of every Creatie;, ond by bim all things were Cre- 
ated that art in Heaven, and that arein Earth, viſiole and 
imifoble, whethcy they be Thrones or Dominions, or Principali- 
tle: or Powtrs, all i! ings were Crtated by him. and for him : 
And he is bifo1t all things, and by him all things do confi(b« 
And hen the Head of the Body, thi Church , w 0 is the be- 
ginming, the firft Barn from the Dead; that in a!! things bt 
might have the Preheminence. Col 1. 16, 17, 18, 19. I 
him it is that we who were ſom:times fa off, are made mgh, 
even by bis Blond : Foy be is our Peace , who hath Reconciled 
both Jew and Gentile unto God in one Body by the Groſs, ba- 
ving ſlain the Enmity thereby : Ara came and Preached Peace 
to them that were far off , and to them that wire mg": For 
through his we both have an *eceſs by rne Spirit unto the Fa- 
ther : So that now 1-e ave 19 ove Strangers and Foreigners bat 
fellow Citizens with th: Saints, and of the Houſhold of Ged , 
Epheſ. 2.13, 14,16. 17, 18- In him \t is that we have 
bolani(s and acceſs with wnfidence through Faithin him, Eph. 
3. 12. He 5 the Way, the T»uth and the Lift: And no Man 
com:th to the Father, but by him : John 14. 6. It 1s by the 
Blaod of Fiſtrs, that ws have boldneſs (.and liberty ) to enter 
into the Holitſt: 7'y a new and living way which he hath cone 
ſecratid for 1s th 01h the vail, that is to ſay,h's F14h;, Be- 
cauſe we have ſhGre t a Prieſt out the Houſe of God, we 
may draw nar witha rue Heart, in fu" aſſurance of Faith, 
8c. Heb. 10. 19. 20. 21, 22. Bykim it is that wt have ac 
ceſs by Faith into this Grate wherein we ſtand, and boaſt in 
hope of the Glory of Gol, Rom. 5s. 1, 2. So thar we muft 
have all 1 Communion with God through him. 

3. I ſhall here triefly name the Uſes which we 
muſt make of Chy1ift by Faith, In Order to our Holy 
Converſe with Go]: But I muſt rel! you thar it 1s 2 o- 
arine which reatireth a prepared Heart, and bail life 
within to ennble.1t to r213ſh Holy Truth, and to diſpoſe tt 

to 
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to Diligence, Delight, and conſtant praftice. A Sexſels/* 


Reader will fce! but little ſavow i it, and a ſluggih 
Reader that ſaffereth ir to dye as ſoon as it hith reuchr 
his ears cr fantafie, will fall ſherr of rhe Pradfice and che 
Plezſure of this Life, He muſt have fairh that will lite 
ty faith : And he mui? have the Heart and Natuwe of 4 
Chua, that will cake pleaſure in loving, Revercnt and 
Obedicnt Converſe with a Father. 

4+ lhe darkneſs of Ignorance and Univlirf 1s rhe great 
17:-pediment of the Soul that deſireth to draw near to 
Gud: When it krowech not God, or knoweth not Mans 
capacity of caj7ying him, and how much he regarderh 
the Heart of Man ; or knoweth not by what way he muſt 
be ſought and foun«; or when he doubterh of the cer. 
tainty of the word which declareth ine duty of the 
hopes of Man; all this or avy ef this, will ſuppreſs the 


aiccrding defires of tt;e Soul, and clip its wings, nd - 


break che Heart of its holy aipirings after God, by kil- 
ling or wea':ning the hopes of its ſeccefe, 

Here then make Vet Feſrs Chril?, the great reveal- 
er of Ged, ard his will ro the blinded World, and the 
great confirmer of the Divine &whority ct bis Word, 
Life ard Immortality are brought rmacre fuily ro Night by 
the Goſpsl, thin ever they were by aiiy othes means, 
M [:s and the Prophers did bring ww. h tir DoGrine 
ſutf:jent evide:ce of its crediilicv, But Thrift hath 
brought borh a fuller Revelation, and a fuller evidence 
to help belief, An inſpired Prephee wh:ch proveili his 
In{piration to us, is a credib!e M-{{:nger: Bur when God 
himſelf ſhall come down intro f]:th, an4 converſe with 
Man, ard teach him the knowiedg: of Gol, and the 
way to Life, and tell him the Myſteries of rhe Worl4 to 
come , and ſea! his Teſtimonies with unqueſtionabie 
proofs, who will not learn of ſuch 2 Teacher ? and wio 
will deny Belicf to ſuch a Meſſenger, except abſurd un- 
reaſonable Men? Remember then,when [grorance or V1- 
belief would hicder your aceeſs to Go, that you have 
the ableſt Teachtr and the ſurcſt Witnes ro acquaint ”_ 
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with God 1n all the World, Tf God had fent an Angel 
from Heaven, to tell you what he is, and what he requi= 
reth of you, and what he will do for you, would tt nor 
be very acceptable ro you? But he hath done much 
more ; he hath ſent his Son : The Deity it ſelf harh ap- 
peared in flefh : He that hath ſzex God, and he that is 
God,hath come among Men to acquaint them with God : 
His Teſtrmony 1s more ſure and credible than any An. 
gels: Heb. 1. 1, 2, 3. God whoat ſundry timer, and in di- 
wts manners ſpuke in times paſt tothe Fathers by the Prophets, 
hath in theſt laſt days ſpoken to 11s by bis Sov. John 1+ 18, 
No Man hath ſtta God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
who us in the Boſome of the Father, he hath declared him. We 
have n:ither beard the Voice of God, nor ſeen bis ſhape, John 
6.37. No Manbath ſeentht Father, ſave he which of God; 
he hath ſeen the Father. Johas. 45. No M:n tn weth the 
Father ſave the Son, and be to whonſoruer the Son will 16+ 
vial him. Marth, 11, 29, What more can we deſire, 
that is ſhort of the ſight of che Glory of God, than to 
Fave him revealed to us by a Meſſenger from Heaven, 
and ſuch a Mefſenger as himſelf hath ſeen him . and is 
God himſelf? Pla:oand Plotinus may deſcribe God to 
us according to their dark Conjeetures: Something we 
may diſcern of him by obſerving his works: But Chriſt 
hath declared what he ſaw, and what he knew beyond 
all poſſibility of miſtake. And leſt his own Teſtimony 
ſhould ſeem queſtionable to us, he hath confirmed it by 
a life of Miracles, and by riſing from the dead himſelf, 
and aſcendiog vitibly to Heaven, and by the Holy Gt.oft, 
and his Miraculous gitts which he gave tothe Meſſengers 
of his Goſpel. Had it been no more than his Reſurre&t- 
on from the Dead, it had been enough to prove the ut» 
tcr unreaſonableneſs of unbelief, 

5. Ir 1s alſo a great impediment to the Soul in its ap- 
preaching ro God, that Infinite diſtance diſableth usto 
conceive of him aright: We ſay as Elihu, Job. 35. 26, 
Behold God ts great, and we know himnot And indeed it 
1s impoſlivle that mortal Man ſhould haye any adequate 
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| apprebenſions of his Eſſexce. Bar in his $91 he hath come 


down to us, and ſhewed himſelf in the cleareſt Glaſs 
that ever did reveal him: Tink of him therefore as he 
appeared in our fl-ſh: As he ſhewed himſelf in his Ho- 
lincſs and Gondneſs rg the World, You may have p1- 
fittve rhoughts of Frſus Chriſt; Though you may not 
think that the Godiiead was fleſh, yer may you think of 
IT 45 it appeared in 7h, It may quiz; the underttancing 
to conceive of God 4s 31c4a7n4te, and ro know that we can- 
not yet know him as he i, or hayc any adequate concep- 
tions of him : Theſe may delight us till we reach to 
mere. 

6. Ithindereth the Souls approach to Gnd, when the 
Infraite diſtance makes us think that God will not regard 
or take notice of ſuch con;emprible worms as we: We 
are ready to tink that he 15 too high tor our Converſe or 
Delight. In this caſe the Soul hath no ſach remedy, as 
to look ro Chit, and ſee how the Father hath regarded 
us, and fer his Hearrupon us, and ſent his Son ta ſeek 
and ſave us: O wonderful aitwiſhing condeſcenſion of 
Eternal Love! Believe that Go1 aſſumed fleſh ro mike 
himſelf familiar with Man ; an you can never queſtion 
whether he r<gird vs, 07 will hold communion with 
us. 

7. It hind-r-t!1 our -oM1f>rral'e acceſs io God, when 
We are d?terred 5» ih! Gly of his Infiaitenets and Ma- 
jeity : As the eveis mr able t5 g1ze upIn the Hun, unleſs 
It be overihidowed, Sothe Soults atraid of the Mye- 
fty of God, and over. wi clot by ir, when tt ſhould be 
deitghted inir. Agatift this there isno fuch remedy, as 


% 


ro hehold G54 anpearits 15 a3 10 his Son, where his 
Majeſty is veiled, and wiere he approacherh us familt- 
arly in our n:iturs, 205 invite ut to him with holy confi® 
dence and revorent holdnets, Clirift did nor appear In 4 
terrible form: Women dor{t diſcourſe with him : Beg- 
gars, and Cripples, aad Diſcaſed People durſt askx his 
help : Sinners durſt ear with him : The proud conrem- 


ned him, but the lowly were not frighted from him. 
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He took upon him the form of 4 Servant, and made bims 
ſelf of no Reputation, tar he might converſe familiarly 
with the meane{t and thoſe of no repurarion, © Though 
we may not debaſe che Godhead, to 1magine that it 1s 
humbled in Glory, 2s ir was on Earch, in the fl:ſh of 
Chriſt; yer this condeice::f12n 15 unſpeakable encou» 
ragemen: to the Soul to come with zoidneſs unto God , 
that was trighced from him. 

8. When the guilt of Sin afrightith us from God, and 
we are thinkin that God will nor accept fuch erear of- 
fenders as we have been, then Chrilt 1s our remedy who 
hath paid our debr, and b-:rn our ſtripes, and procured 
and ſcaled us a pardon by k1s Blozd, Sha!l pardoned 
Sins drive us from him cha! pardonerh them ? He hath 
juſtified us by his Righteouſneſs: The Curie and Con- 
demnation are terrible indeed ; but he hath taken them 
away, and given us a free diſcharye. 

9, The 1firmitics allo of our $2uls in Duty, are ofren- 
times a orcat Diiconr2gement ro us, in our approaches to 
the moiftHoly Jealous God: To find to htrle knowledge of 
God , fo lirtls lovero him, fic"? cold defires, ſuch wan- 
dring a:c diftraRed chough:s, {-h dull r-queſts: Ir is 
hard to have lively and than”! 4: iDprehentions, of Gods 
acceptance of ſuch! defcRive, lame Meditations or Pray- 
crs: But weare apt ro think, that he will abhor both 
them and us, and tha: he can vike no preaſure in them, 
yea, that 1: '5 az good nor pray at all. Rerefaich hath 
full relicf 1» Chriſt : Two rhings tt car {oy fro' him to 
encourage ihe feariul Soul: 1, Tha: our ac:rprance 
with the Father, 1: trough the M. yits 4 his Son: And 
be 1s worthy, though we tre unworthy, It we have but 
the worthing7s of Faith, and Repint ance, and finceve Dee 
(ire, Chriit hath the worthineſs of perfeft Holineſs and Obe- 
Atenct for us. We go tiot to ihe Farther 1n our own 
Name-, but in his : And whatever we ak, the Father 
In the Naine of Chriit according to his will, he will 
give it us : Job. 16.23. 14 13.& 15.16. 2. That 
all the inſirmicics of oar Sculs, aud {ervicesare forgiven 
us 
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js through Chrifl : He hath undertaken to anſwer for * 


'themall, and to juſtific us fromall ſuch Accuſations. By ; cc 
Faith thou maiſt, as 1 were, hear Chrift thus ſpeaking + th 
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for thine Encouragement : | Go boldly, poor Sinner, T 
M1 into my Fathers preſence : Fear not tne guilt of thy or 
4m Sins, nor the imperfeRion of thy Prayers; as long as w! 
be thou truly repenteft of rhem, and Deſireſt to be deli» oy 
F 7) vered from them, and Truſteſt in me, I am thy wor- / tr 
IS | thineſs; my righteouſneſs is perfe& without ſpot; [ have  c1 
"uh taken al] thy faults and failings upon me: [have under- lo 
Jl taken to anſwer for all the imperf:Rions of thy holy w 
BL things: Sincerity is thy endowment; Perfeftion is to 
fm, mine : Truſt me inthe performaace of the truſt which fc 
\F's I have I w 
[2Þ> 5s 10, Sometime Soul that would draw near to of 
+2 God, 1s overwhelmed with Gyizf and Terrour, fo that » 
{og the Senſe of Sin, and Danger and Miſery do even di» F 
| firat Men, and caft thern into an agony ; ſo that they A&A 
k ſay with David, Pizl. 77. 2,3, 4. [ Nfy Soul reſuſeth to ſu 
" be Comforted, Irememired God, and was troublid , Icom. H 
6 plained, and my Spirit was oer-whelmed; Thou ho!deſt mint by 
F Eyes waking : Iam ſo troubled, that I cant jpich. | Yea, N 
Fr they think they fee! God thruft them from him, ard tell @+ 
12 them, that he hath utterly forſahen them. In this calc V 
| Faith mult loz% toChrift, and remember that He wasinan <1 
f? Agony when he prayzd, and in a grener Agony than ever P 
x you :vere, ſo thache ſwear even drops of Blo:zd , and 
r yet in that Agony he prayed more earneſtly, Luke 22,44 Þ 
; He himſelf once cryed out upon the Crois, 2fy God, my T1 
bo. God, why haſt thou forſa%n mt: And yet he was the Be- h 
ſh. loved of the Father, and 1s now ar his right hand ja C: 
M, Glory; and all this he ©id, tar we might ot be forſaben: D 
' He hath removed the eomury : He hath recenciled usro Tt 
Ws 1 Ht God : By gricf h» p2i:d himfif ro j2y, 2nd he will 
£24 wipe away &.s Servants Tezrs, and caulc ticir grie's 1! 
© re hull to end in joy. 
f: Ti 11. Sometime tie $54) that would draw near to Gcd, n 
Gi. 5 moleſted with a fiorm of Hidces Temptations, and even VU 
be a8 couſcuried Þ 
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confounded with a ſwarm of diſordered perplexed” 
thoughts : Saran aſſuulteth ic withTemprations to deſpair, 
Temptations to horrid Blaſpnemous thoughts, Temprati- 
ons to entangle, intermic, corrupt or prevert the duty 

which they are about ; ſo thar the Soul 1s diſcouraged, 

over whelmed and broken with the inward afſ:ulrs, and 

troubles, and diſtrations which ic undergocth. In this 

ciſe Faith hath a Saviour ſuitable ro our relief. Ic can 

look to him that was tempted 1n all points like as we are, 
withour ſin, and is now ſuch an High Prieſt as can be 

touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; and there- 

fore we may come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that 

we may obtain Mercy, and frad Grace to help in time 
of nced,Heb.q.14, 15,16. tall things it b:hwed him ta be 

made libe unto his Bretbren, that he might be a Merciful and 
Faitbful High Prieſt, in thing: pertaining to God to make 
Reconciliation for the ſons of the People : For he hin(«lf having 
ſuffered being tempted.14 is avle to ſuccour them that are Tempted, 
Heb. 2. 17, 18. He ſubmicrted net only to be Tempted 
by Satan, but Tempted in a IVi!d+»neſs, where he had no 
Man to comfort him ; and to be Tempred to the moſt 
Horrtd Bl aſph:my and Wicktaneſs, even to fall down and 
Worſhip the Devil himſe!t ; and he ſuffered the Temp:- 
er violently ro carry im to the Pinnacle of the Tem- 
ple, A:th. 44 What ſhould we think of our ſelves, if 
we had been uſed thus ? Shnuld we not think that God 
had utterly forſaken us? He ſurred himſelf ro be 
Temptel alſo by Men : 13» the a\:uſes an. Reproaches of 
his Enzmics; by the deſertion of his Follo vers; by the 
caraai Couniel of Peter, perſwading him to pur by the 
Death wiiich he was to undergo, And he that made all * 
Teimpiations ſerve to the Triamp't of his natience, ard 
conquering power, *1l give the Vitory allo rohisGrace, 
in tne weakeft Scul. 

[2. [rt woulda ve the greate't arrratire ro us to draw 
near io God, and mite re th ms'1s of him pleaſant to 
us, 1t we could but believe that he acarly lovith us, that 
he 1s Reconciled to us, and takertt us tor fs Children, and 
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that he taketh pleaſure in us, and thar he reſolveth forg,: + 
ever to glorifie us with his Son ; and that the deareſt, - 
Friend chat we have m the World, doth not love us they, 
thouſandth part (o much as he, And all tins in Chriſty... 
1s clearly repreſented to the Eye of Faith. All ris 1s prog, 
cured for Believers by him : And all this 1s given to Beg 1 
lievers in him: la him God 15 reconciled tous : He 1s ourg, cc 
Father, and dwelleth among us, and 1n us, and walzethgan. 
in us, and is our God, 2 Coy. 6. 16, 17, 18. L'gitandgng 
Heat are not more abundant in the Sun, than Love ws In gies 
Feſues Chriſt. To look on Chriſt, and not perccavethe gpgyy 
Love of God, is as to 100k on the Sun, and 1c ro fee and gf 3 
acknowledge its light. Therefore when ever you find gy 
your Hearts averſe ro God, and to haye no plealure in-gs m 
him, look chen to Js, and o\ſerre in him the unmea- gr - 
ſurable love of God : That you may be able to comprevend Þþ 4;; 
with all the Saints, wh! is the breadth and length and depths 1 
and height, and to know the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth xq | 
&nowledge. that you may ve fille{ with all the fulni{s of G d, Blet 
Epi). 3. 18, ig. Loveand Goodriſs are that to the will , wir 
which delicious (weetnt(s 15 to the ſexfitive Appetite: Draw He 
near then and catic he Feaſt of Love which God hath Me; 
prevared and propoſed by his Son, Do'tft thou not ſee +can 
or feel the Love of God? Come near, and look upon giv: 
God incarnate ; up9n a Crucitted Ghrift ; upon the Co- gut 
venant Sealed 1n his Blood 3 up2r. ail the Benefits of his gar 
Redemption ; upon all the Priviledges of the Saints; we 
and upon the Glory purcio{t. d, poll-fled and promnifed log 
by him : Pur tny Hand jnto i:tis wounded jide, and be, Te 
not faithieſs, but believing; and then chou ile cry our, | a p 
My Lord, and My Grd. ” no! 
13. S9 alſo when rhe Sou] would fata perceive 22 22 © wi 
ſelf the flames of Love to God, it 1s the beholding of | rg 
Chriſt by Faith, which is the ſtriking of fire, and the } yp 
eft-Qual means of kindling Love : And this 1s the true * 
approach to God, and the trus Communion and Con- 5 4 
verſe with him. So far as we love him, fo tar do we 
draiv near him, aad ſor have we true Commynion 
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Tith him. O what would the Soul of a Believer give, 
[tÞhat ir could but burn in Love ro God, as oft as in Pray- 
© or M:ditarion, or conference, his Name and Attri- 
[Lures are mentioned or remembred ! For this, there is 
>- yo ſuch powerful means,as believingly to look on Chriſt, 
= whom ſuch glorious Love appeareth, -as will draw 
Torch the Love of all that by a lively Faith diſcern ir. 
hgchold the Love that God hath manifeſted by his Son, 
and thou canſt not bur Love him who is the ſpring of 
Nghis Tranſcendent Love, In the Law God ſhewerh his 
© frowning wrach : And therefore 1t breedeth the Spirit 
d of Bondage unto fray ; But in Chriſt God appearerh to us 
| no: only as Loving us, bur as Love it /e!f, and therefore 
M-as moſt I-vely ro us, giving us the Spirit of Adoption, 
* or of filfal Love, by which we fly andcry ro him as our 
Fatier. 
' 14. The anal andiſprſedneſs and diſability of the Soul, 
v to Prayer, Meditation, and all Holy Converſe with the 
> 'Blefled God, 1s the great impediment of our walking 
» with him : And againſt this our Relict 15 all 10 Chrift : 
He 1s filled with the Split, ro Communicate to his 
! 'Members : He can quicken us when we are dull: He 
* "can give us Fairh, when we are unbelieving; he can 
| giv? us boldneſs wh:in we :re diſcouraged : He can poor 
* out vpon us the Spirit of Supylication ; which ſhall help 
| oar infirmities, when, we know not what to pray for as 
we ought. Beg of him then the Spiric of Prayer : And 
look to his example, who Prayed wirh ſtrong Crics and 
Tears, and continued all the Night tn Prayer, ani ſpake 
a parable to this end, that we ſhould always Pray, and 
not waxe faint, ZuGz 18, 1. Call ro him, and he that is 
- wich che Father, will reach the Hand of his Spirit. 
;to you, and will quicken your defires, and lift you 
| up, 
I 5. Sometime the Soul is hearkning to T:mprations of 
; Unb:1ief, and doubring whether God obſerve cur Priyers, 
# or w:;: cher there 1s fo much tobe got by Priyers, as we 
+ ace tv.d : ia ſuch a caſe Faith muſt look to Chriſt, who 
| D hath 


\ 
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hath not only Commanded ir, and Encouraged us fa 


Example, but alſo made us ſuch plentiful Promiſes of apPtc 
ceptance with God, and the grant of our Deſires : RÞ1 
courſe to theſe Promiſes will anicnace us to draw nigh £65 
God, cept a 
16, Sometime the preſent Senſe of our 2ilene(s, whbr0% 
are but duſt and deſpicable Worms, doth Diſcourap?# 
F 0) us, and weaken our expcRations from God, Apain®! | 
23/1068 this, what a wonderful relief is it to the Soul, ro thit 1 
| of our Union with Chriſt, and of the Dignity and Gland 
IM, ry of our Hcad? Can God deſpiſe the Members of hdot 
Ws gel Son ? Can he Trample upon them that are as his fle{tha 
a ira and bone ? Will he cut cf, or forſake, or caſt away th Fal 
4 weakeſt parts of his =P ? us, 
a0 17. Sometime the guilt of renewed infirmitics or decayy MN 
Pet | | doth renew diſtruſt, and make us ſhrink, ard we ar Co 
| any Iike the Child inthe Mothers Arms, that feareth whe a2 
"s he loſeth his bolt, as if his fafery were more in his hol 0 
kin} of her, than 1n her holt of him : Weak Duties hay 49 
Weak ExpeRations of Succeſs, In this caſe, what az" 
excellent remedy hath Faith, in lookirg to che perpetul M1! 
interceſſion of Chriſt , is he Pray ing for us in the Heavens, 
p;. and ſhail we rot be bold to Pray,and expeR an Anſwer ! th 
WY 77-11 © remember that he is not weak, when we are weak ; 2r 
| and that it concerneth us, that he Prayeth for us: And A! 
that we have now an unchangeable Prieſt, who is able ® 
to ſat them to the 2ttwmoſt, or to perpetuity, that came (fin. TC 
cerely ) to God by kim, ſceing bs ever liveth to mate interceſe $1 
for for thim, Heb. 7. 24, 25. If you hiard Chrift Pray Of 
{cr you, Would it notencourage you to Pray, and per- th 
; tirade you that God will not reje& you ? Undoubtedly £ 
it would. [ 
{T0 19. Sometimes wtak Chriſtians that have not gifrs of , ! 
HI Ffemory or Utterance, are apt to think thar Miniſters in» f: 
414 gdecd and Able Mtn arc accepted of God, bur that helit- ti 
NUI tle valucth ſuch as them. It 1s herea great Encourage» 
ment to the Scul, to think chat Jeſus cur great High -* 
Prieft, doth make 2H his Children Prieſts to God, They .Þ 
are 
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by are 4 choſen Generation, & Royal Prieſthood, an Holy Nation, 
f appeculiar People, that they ſhould ſhew forth their Praiſes of 
: RÞ1n that hath called them, ont of darkneſs into his Marvellous 
h Light : Az Holy Prieſthood tooffer up Spiritual $acrifices ac- 
Ceptable to God by Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 5, 9. Eveo their 
whbroben Hearts and Contrite Spirits, art a Sacrifice witch God 
1ragvill not deſpiſe, Pal. 51. 17, Hz knowerh the meaning 
ainOt the Spirits groans, Rom. 8. 26, 27. 
his 19+ The ſtrength of Comuption which moteſt che Soul, 
Gland are roo oftenſtrugling with ir,and roo much prevyai}, 
f xdoth greatly diſcourage vs in our approach to char God 
flej that haterh all the workers of iniquity. And here 
th Faich may find relief 1n Chrift,nor only as he pardonerh 
us, butas he hath Conquered the Devil and the World 
2, himſelf, and bid us be of good chear, becauſe he hath 
ar Conquered ; and hath all power g:yen h1m 1n Heaven 
heand Excrth, and can give us viRorious grace in th? Seaſon 
hol and Meaſure which he ſceth meereſt for us, We can 
aw do all things throagh Chri?, that firengchnerth us. Go 
az £0 him chen by Faith and Prayer, an1 you fha:l find char 
tu! his Grace is ſuffi-ienr {or ou, 
ns, £20. The chough's of God are the leſs deligtittul to 
-p | the Soul, becauſe ther D:ath and the Grate do wreypoſe, 
k ; and we muſt paſs through them tefore we can enjoy Li } 
nd And it 15 unpleafing to Nature, to think of a Separation 
YWle of Soul and Body, an1 co think rhar our flefa muſt 
n. Tot 1n Darkneſs. Bur agtinſt rhis, Faith hach wonder- 
#{. ful relief in Zefus Corift, For a{1much as a't were partabers 
ay of Fle{h and Blood, he aljo himſ-!f libewiſe teak part with us , 
r. that be might deſivoy through diath him that bad the Duwer of 
ly Death, even the Devil, 4nd deliver thim who tinough fear of 
Death, weve all their Lifetims ſ4byett to Bondage. Heb. 2, 
of 14,15. O what an Encourzgemwentir 15 ro Falth, to 0h= 
1» {=rve thar Criſt once dy. d inmelf, and that he roſe from: 
te. the Dead, ind Reigneth with the Father ? It being impoſe 
. fate that De2th ſhould kold him: And having conquered: 
h har winch ſeemed to conquer Ifim, it no more hach Das 
y _ M1018 over hum, bur he hach the Keys of Death and. _ 
> D 2 Heltz. .- 


BF” Books lately Printed for Tho. Park 
ESurſt, « the Bible and Three Crowns, at 
Fthe lower end of Cheaplide. 


HE Danger of 2Total and Wilful neg- 
le&,equal to the Danger of an uniwor- 
thy receiviog of the Lords Supper, wherein 
as is ſhown the Nature and Danger of an 
ft wumworthy receiving, ſo the great folly 
1,4) and (in of neglecting it from thoſe words 
| '' of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 29. by C. P. MA. 
Advice to an only Child, or Excellent 
Counſel to all young Perſons, containing 
the Sum and Subſtance of Experimental 
and Practical Divinicy, Written by an E- 
minent and Judicious Divine, for the pri- 
vate uſe of an only Child, noiy made pub- 
lick for the benefit of all. 
The Godly Mans Ark, or City of Re- 
. - fuge in the Day of his Diſtre(6, diſcover'd 
.-,in divers Sermons : The firſt of wiiich was 
'ZPreached at the Funeral of Mrs £1;z.4be:h 
'/,* Fore , the other four were afterivards 
7. | Preaehed, and are all of them noiv mace 
1 Zpublick. for the Support and Conſolation Þ} 
. gf the Saints of God, in che Hour of Tri- |} 
14) SBation. Hereunto are Annexed Mrs. |, 
+ |. Wt: Evidences for teaven, Compoſed 
 OgTolleced- by her, in the time of her 
ox her Comforc in the time of 
Py IV: £2417, C alamy,B.D. The 
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{ or its Great Things made plain, by tf 


"| By Nath, Vincent M. A. Miniſter of the 
"| Goſpel. 


Books Printed 
The Confirming Work of Relt 


Primary Evidences and Demonſtratio 
whereby the meaneſt in the Church, may? 
ſoon be made able to render a Rational ac- 
count of their Faith, Written by Robert 
Fleming Author of the fulfilling of the 
Scriptures, now Publiſhed by D. Bur- 


eſs, 
: A Preſent for ſuch as have been Sick ; 
and are Recovered, or a Diſcourſe of the 
good which comes out of the Evil of AMi- 
ion, being ſeveral Sermons Preached after 
his being raifed from a Bed of Languiſhing. 


Sacramental Hymns Collected, chief- 
ly out of ſuch paſſages of the New Teſta- 
ment, as contain the moſt Suitable mat- 


out of his own Diary. de * HSE 
A Sermon at the Funeral of the Wors '*.: 
ſhipful John Symonds, Late | ; 
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WFadis  "MFTho. Parkhurſt. 
a2 in the County of Eſſex. Eſq; .Preac 
WH edn the Pariſh Church of Great Yeldha 
h 19-- aforeſaid. on the 24h. of Feb. 1692, By 
FE .-8- © Fobn Brooks, M. A. and ReQtor there. 
4" - | ASermon Preached at the Funeral ofthe 
'F # Reverend Mr. Tho. Shewel, M. A. and Mi 
Vin 0 er niſter of the Goſpel in Coventry. By Wit 
if ham Tongue, Minitter of the Goſpel. 
SAN Synodicon in Gallia Reformata : Or, the 
Acts, Decili>ns, Decrees and Canons © 
- thoſe Famous National Councils of the 
Reformed Churches in Frazce, beinz a 
moſt Faichful and Tmpartiil Hitory of the 
Riſe, Growth, Perfe:tion, Deczy of the 
Reformation in that Kingdom, with its fa 
tal Cataſtrophe upon the Revocation of the 
Edit at Nanrs in the Year 1685. alſo thi 
Gonfeffion of Faith and Diſcipline of thoſe 
"Churches, their Speeches,Sacred Politicks 
Gaſes of Conſcience, and Controverſies ir 
 Divigity , ©. their Goverainent, Laiy 
&c, Colle&ed out of the Original Many 
' ſcript As of thoſe Renowned Synods. It 
two Vol. In Fol. By Fobn 2uick, 
po 
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